Anti-Semitism in ‘The 39 Steps’
The Thirty-Nine Steps by John Buchan is a novel published in the middle of the First World War which relates very closely with the theme.  Richard Hannay is an unexpected hero of Buchan’s books, he travels through Britain, being chased by both the authorities and an organisation of cold hearted killers determined to turn Europe into a war torn territory.   He reveals secrets that some people would rather keep locked away; a freelance spy finds this information and paid with his life.  Unfortunately he confided with Hannay and he is next on the blacklist.   Being released during the First World War the book is filled with themes relevant for the time period.  Primarily the theme about how people will risk their lives to protect their freedom and lives of those that enjoy the same rights that they believe in.  However Buchan placed an anti-Semitist in his novel, Scudder.

Buchan introduces racism very early on in the novel, with Scudder’s dialogue. He is telling Hannay about how a Jew was behind the plot to get Russia and Germany to go to war with each other. 
“If you have dealings with it the first man you meet is Prince von und zu Something... ten to one you are brought up against a little white-faced Jew...  Yes, sir, he is the man who is ruling the world just now, and he has his knife into the Empire of the Tzar, because his aunt was outraged and his father flogged in some one-horse location on the Volga."
Scudder tells us that the Jew hated Russia after the three-hundred years of persecution and violence, where his father had been punished, his aunt raped and now he is going to get vengeance.  This anti-Semitic view is later on dismissed as a dilution.  This however, reflects the realities of the time and it is still true to some extent today.  Although it is not anti-Semitic views all the time, there is racism to the Hispanics, Africans, Muslims, and to some extent all groups of people that are different in one way or another.  Although, Buchan was not an anti-Semitist he used a major character as one this was a major problem in the Eastern regions of the Russian empire in the late eighteen hundreds and early nineteen hundreds.  Hannay mentions to us that Scudder seemed to forget about the Jew-anarchists while he expressed his hatred for the Jewish people.  This could easily be mirrored to the current stereotype that some people take about distrusting Muslims because of the few extremists.
Hannay, the protagonist and person the soldier that first read the book related too expresses some anti-Semitic views ‘When a Jew shoots himself in the City and there is an inquest, the newspapers usually report that the deceased was ‘well-nourished’.  This however, was only true for a very small minority of the Jewish population that were rich enough to keep themselves ‘well-nourished’.  However, the rest of the population were scratching a living where they could, in large numbers of them were heavy prosecuted for merely being Jewish.  This can also be recognised in at the present day.  In the Middle East the general population can be scrapping livings farming, but this is overlooked due to the huge sums of money the very small group of very rich, the princes, and oil merchants.  These few people make the rest of the population look good; much like the Jewish business man became the stereotypical icon.  If we continue to judge people for who they are seen as not who they are, has and will only bring conflict to the world.  World War Two about eighty million people died.  Six million of these people were Jews, murdered for being Jewish.
In the later final stages of the novel, Sir Walter a high placed official in the foreign office.  Sir Walter is a character we are meant to look up to, and he is the model citizen.  Hannay notified Sir Walter on the Black Stone and the plot on Karolides life, Walter brings out Scudder’s prejudices, ‘He had a lot of odd biases, too. Jews, for example, made him see red’.  Walter tells us that when Scudder, saw a Jewish person he automatically presumed that they were extremists.  Rather than honest people that most of them were.  At the present people like Scudder are a very small minority; however the world needs to work out a way of dealing with prejudices so everyone even people that are different in every way to ourselves can work together of pressing issues such as global warming or world hunger, without accusing one group of people falsely and suspecting people of doing things that they would never even think of doing in their right mind, unless bullied and provoked.
Throughout the world there are biases, these biases can cloud our judgement.  Scudder became an anti-Semitist after he believed a single Jewish man was in charge of the Black Stone.  Although, this was true the majority of Jews did nothing to harm him in anyway.  This prejudice is the same as all prejudices in the world, incorrectly accused and hurtful to lots of people that are only trying to live their lives in the best way possible.  Many of these people had a hard time to do that, let alone fight racial injustices.  These prejudices will create some very bad people out of those that want to get on with their lives.  These people can be the most dangerous, as they fight for something that they believe in but are denied the right to practise their belief.  Although I do not think people should not kill on the grounds of this belief.  
